From: Steve Karsner steve.karsner @boyle.kyschools.us 
Subject: Staff guidance 
Date: July 31, 2023 at 11:41AM 
To: David Christopher david.christopher@boyle.kyschools.us, Stephanie Wade stephanie.wade@boyle.kyschools.us 


David, | think it would be a good idea to sit down and discuss your SB150 rollout with your staff. | want to make sure you are 100% 
comfortable and can give consistent guidance on questions that some of your staff may ask or we have already answered. Let me know 
what times work for your schedule if you want to meet. Thanks, Steve-- 

Steven C. Karsner 

Chief Academic Officer 

Boyle County Schools 


From: David Christopher david.christopher@boyle.kyschools.us 
Subject: Re: Staff guidance 

Date: July 31, 2023 at 8:56PM 
To: Steve Karsner steve.karsner@boyle.kyschools.us 
Cc: Stephanie Wade stephanie.wade@boyle.kyschools.us 


Absolutely. When you say staff, I'm assuming you're talking about the administration staff correct? Or were you thinking counselors and 
teachers also. \ 


If we could work something out Thursday of this week, that would be great. | think all of them will be working as far as the principal team. 


On Mon, Jul 31, 2023 at 11:42 AM Steve Karsner <steve.karsner@boyle.kyschools.us> wrote: 
} David, | think it would be a good idea to sit down and discuss your $8150 rollout with your staff. | want to make sure you are 100% 
comfortable and can give consistent guidance on questions that some of your staff may ask or we have already answered. Let me know 
į what times work for your schedule if you want to meet. Thanks, Steve-- 
; Steven C. Karsner 
| Chief Academic Officer 
į Boyle County Schools 


| 0..959-236-5047 
E: david.christopher@boyle.kyschools,us 


| F: 859-236-6826 
| A: 1637 Perryville Road 
Danville, KY 40422 


PRINCIPAL 


Subject: New books 
Date: September 25, 2023 at 2:52PM 
To: Steve Karsner steve.karsner@boyle.kyschools.us, Stephanie Wade stephanie.wade @boyle.kyschools.us 
Ce: Brian Wheeler brian.wheeler@boyle.kyschools.us 


From: Jackie LeMonds jackie.lemonds@boyle.kyschools.us ee 


What is the process for adding new books to the library that could potentially be a SB150 issue? | subscribe to Junior Library Guild and get 
books monthly from selected categories of my choosing but | don't select the titles. This is one | just received. Please advise. 


Will on the Inside 


Andrew Eliopulos @ 
He He A Ke 4,21 teig. 27 reriews 


“An honest, sophisticated look at the myriad emotions surrounding chronic iliness and growing up 
‘not straight’ in a religious Georgie town.” — Publishers Weekly {starred review) "Relatable, real, and 
utterly engrossing.” — School Library Journal (starred review) “* After dedicated soccer player Will is 
sidelined from the season—and his friend group—due to complications from his newly diagnosed 
Crohn's disease, he finds himself figuring out who he really is on the inside in this heartfelt and 
thoughtful middle grade novel that's perfect for readers who love books by Maulik Pancholy and 
Christine Day. Will loves playing center midfield on his middie school soccer team. This year, 
though, Will hasn't felt like himself; his stomach has been bothering him, and he has no energy at all. 
When his new doctor diagnoses him with Crohn's disease, Will hopes that means he'll start feeling 
better soon and he can get back to playing with his team before the season ends. But Will's new 
medicines come with all kinds of side effects, Forced to sit out afternoon practice, Will finds himself 


Kindle $8.99 D hanging out with a kid at school, Griffin, This could be a real problem, seeing as Griffin just asked 
Will’s best friend to the spring dance. As in, guy friend. What would Wilfs teammates say if they 
knew the whole story? Not to mention Will's friends at church. With all these changes happening 

x w xx xx A faster than he can process them, Will knows that he has a Jot to figure out about who he really is on 
Rate this book the inside. Andrew Etioputos's novel is a memorable, affecting story that will have wide appeal. it 


was selected as a Junior Library Guiid title and named one of "6 LGBTG+ Kids’ Books We Need 
More Than Ever" by Kirkus Reviews. 


304 pages, Hardcover 
Published June 6, 2023 


Jackie LeMonds 
Library Media Specialist 
Boyle County Middle School 


Subject: Re: New books 
Date: September 25, 2023 at 3:12PM 


To: Steve Karsner steve.karsner@boyle.kyschools.us, Stephanie Wade stephanie.wade @boyle.kyschools.us 
Ce: Brian Wheeler brian.wheeler@boyle.kyschools.us 


From: Jackie LeMonds jackie.lemonds@boyle.kyschools.us © 


Here is a few more: 


The Many Masks of Andy Zhou 
Jack Cheng @ 
* $ Ér * $r 4.14 105 ratings - 21 reviews 


“Another beautiful book by Jack Cheng.” —Erin Entrada Kelly, Newbery Award-winning author of 
Hello, Universe 


Creative and brave sixth grader Andy Zhou faces big changes at schoo! and at home in this new 
novel by the award-winning author of See You in the Cosmos , for fans of When You Trap a Tiger 
and The Stars Beneath Our Feet 


Andy Zhou is used to being what peopte need him to the good kid for his parents and now 


grandparents visiting from Shanghai, or the helpful sidekick to his best friend Cindy's rebellious 


So when Cindy decides they should try out for Movement at school on the first day of sixth grade, 
how can Andy say no? But between feeling out of place with the dancers, being hassled by his new 
science partner Jameel, and sensing tension between his dad and grandfather, Andy feels all kinds 

Ww ie Ww År x of weird. 
Rate this book 


Then, over anime, Hi-Chews, and Andy's lizard-inspired artwork, things shift between him and 
Jameel, opening up new doors—and also new complications. 


No matter how much Andy cares about his friends and family, it's hard not to feel pulled between all 
the ways he’s meant to be, alt the different faces he wears, and harder still to figure out if any of 
these masks Is the real him. 


“A joy and a journey.” —Tae Keller, Newbery Award-winning author of When You Trap a Tiger 
“Sincere .., Perceptive ... Captures the joys and compiex anxieties of middie school.” — Kirkus 
“Beautiful... Recommended for fans of Erin Entrada Kelly and Nicole Melleby" --SLJ 

“Realistic .. . Compelling.” -- Booktist 

"Beautifully and naturally depicts Chinese American family life and the first year of middle school” ~ 
Common Sense Media 

“There’s an aching poignancy [that] will resonate with kids.” — BCCB 

"Beautifully written, [with] complexity and nuance." -Book Riot 

“Andy's quiet courage and budding artistry have readers cheering him on.” —Paula Yoo, National 
Book Award longlisted-author of From a Whisper to a Rallying Cry 


Genres Middle Grade Contemporary Realistic Fiction LGBT Childrens Family Fiction ..more 


320 pages, Hardcover 
Published June 6, 2023 


Book details & editions v 


The Grounded #2 


The Afterlife of the Party 


Darcy Marks ® 
Ar $r * E sr 4.19 46 ratings - 6 reviews 


An interdimensional mixer with angels and other beings brings unexpected trouble for Malachi 
and his friends in this smart and uniquely funny second book about the squad of teens from hell. 


When an angel comes to his home to deliver a message, Malachi immediately knows what's going 
on. The seraph Cassandra who helped his squad recapture Samuel Parris’s wayward soul has finally 
set a date for her interdimensional mixer! With fae, angels, and heil dwellers alike on the invite fist, it 
promises to be an event of a lifetime. 


Want to read Genres Middle Grade Fantasy Queer 


i M6 pages, ebook 


Buy on Amazon v 
Published July 18, 2023 
Book details & editions v 
Rate this book 


~~ nunits Search books Q 


PELE 


Don't Want to Be Your Monster 
Deke Moulton @ 


ik $ * $ sk 4.44 107 ratings + 54 reviews 


A Junior Library Guild Selection 


Two vampire brothers must set aside their differences to solve a series of murders In this humorous 
and delightfully spooky novel for young readers. For fans of Too Bright to See. 


Adam and Victor are brothers who have the usual fights over the remote, which movie to watch am 
whether or not it’s morally acceptable to eat people. Well, not so much eat, . . just drink a little 
blood. They're vampires, hiding in plain sight with their eclectic yet loving family. 


Ten-year-old Adam knows he has a better purpose in life (well, death) than just drinking blood, but 
fourteen-year-old Victor wants to accept his own self-image of vampirism. Everything changes whe: 
Kindle $10.99 ee bodies start to appear all over town, and it becomes clear that a vampire hunter may be on the 
lookout for the family. Can Adam and Victor reconcile their differences and work together to stop 


se he ve fe se the kiler before it’s too fate? 


Rate this book ceaeeenennenel peta clench emeena tetany 
291 pages, Hardcover 


First published August 1, 2023 


Book details & editions w 


Deephaven 
Ethan M. Aldridge @ 
+ 4 $ sir ysr 4.15 78 ratings 42 reviews 


From Ethan M. Aldridge, bestselling creator of Estranged , comes a gothic middie grade prose 
nove! that follows a nonbinary student who Is drawn to their boarding school’s forbidden east wing, 


where something stalks the shadowy corridors. Perfect for fans of J. A. White and Mary Downing 
Hahn! When Guinevere "Nev" Tallow receives an acceptance letter to the exclusive Deephaven 
Academy, they know it’s the fresh start that they've been looking for. But things are strange from the 
moment they arrive—the house itself seems to breathe, students whisper secrets in dark corridors, 
and the entire east wing of the academy is locked away for reasons no one wants to explain. And 
Nev knows something ragged stalks the shadowy corridors, something that sobs quietly and 
scratches at the walis, waiting to be released. With the help of another first-year student, Nev takes 
it upon themself to unravel the mysteries hidden in Deephaven's halis. But will they risk their fresh 
start to bring the academy's secret to light? 


(  Knaiesioss |v) Genres Middle Grade Horror LGBT Graphic Noveis Fantasy Queer Contemporary more 
sr $ kd re Ka 288 pages, Herdcover 


Published September 5, 2023 
Rate this book 


Book details & editions v 


On Mon, Sep 25, 2023 at 2:51 PM Jackie LeMonds mechi emengs eo olla wrote: . 
What is the process for adding new books to the library that could potentially be a SB150 issue? | subscribe to Junior Library Guild and 
get books monthly from selected categories of my choosing but | don't select the titles. This is one | just received. Please advise. 


Will on the Inside 


Andrew Eliopulos ® 
W vr * * *& 4.21 10! ratings - 27 reviews 


“An honest, sophisticated look at the myriad emotions surrounding chronic iliness and growing up 
‘not straight’ in a religious Georgia town." — Publishers Weekly (starred review) "Relatable, real, and 
utterly engrossing." — School! Library Journal (starred review) *** After dedicated soccer player Will is 
sidelined from the season—and his friend group~—due to complications from his newly diagnosed 
Crohn's disease, he finds himself figuring out who he really is on the inside in this heartfelt and 
thoughtful middle grade novel that’s perfect for readers who love books by Maulik Pancholy and 
Christine Day. Will loves playing center mikifield on his middle schoo! soccer team. This year, 
though, Will hasn't felt like himself; his stomach has been bothering him, and he has no energy at all, 


When his new doctor diagnoses him with Crohn's disease, Will hopes that means he'll start feeling 
better soon and he can get back to playing with his team before the season ends. But Will's new 
medicines come with all kinds of side effects, Forced to sit out afternoon practice, Wit finds himself 
(— Kintlegas9 — |v) hanging out with a kid at school, Griffin, This could be a rea! problem, seeing as Griffin just asked 
Will's best friend to the spring dance. As in, guy friend. What would Will's teammates say If they 
knew the whole story? Not to mention Will's friends at church. With ali these changes happening 
fr Zr Hr ve ye faster than he can process them, Will knows that he has a lot to figure out about who he really is on 
Rate this book the inside. Andrew Eliopulos's novel is a memorable, affecting story that will have wide appeal. It 


was selected as a Junior Library Guitd title and named one of "6 LGBTG+ Kids’ Books We Need 
More Than Ever" by Kirkus Reviews . 


304 pages, Hardcover 
Published June 6, 2023 
i 


| 


| Jackie LeMonds 
Library Media Specialist 
| Boyle County Middle School 


From: Steve Karsner steve.karsner@boyle.kyschools.us 


Subject: Re: New books 


Date: September 25, 2023 at 3:45PM 


To: Jackie LeMonds jackie.lemonds @boyle.kyschools.us 


Ce: Stephanie Wade stephanie.wade@boyle.kyschools.us, Brian Wheeler brian.wheeler@boyle.kyschools.us 


Not sure the afterlife and monster books look like a SB150 issue from what I see. It does look like the other 3 could fit the language of 


SB150. 


You can pull books at any time. If you catch them you can pull it. You have done your due diligence from what | can tell. If someone else 
finds them, they can report to you and then you can review it and pull if needed. Just keep us up to date so we can add to our overall list. 


Here is a few more: 


wwe wee 


Rate this book 


On Mon, Sep 25, 2023 at 3:12 PM Jackie LeMonds <jackie. lemonds @boyle.kyschools.us> wrote: 


The Many Masks of Andy Zhou 


Jack Cheng @ 
Fo Hee He k 4,14 8 tings. zres 


“Another beautiful book by Jack Cheng.” —Erin Entrada Kelly, Newbery Award-winning author of 
Hello, Universe 


Creative and brave sixth grader Andy Zhou faces big changes at school and at home in this new 
novel by the award-winning author of See You in the Cosmos , for fans of When You Trap a Tiger 
and The Stars Beneath Our Feet 


Andy Zhou is used to being what people need him to the good kid for his parents and now 


grandparents visiting from Shanghai, or the helpful sidekick to his best friend Cindy’s rebellious 
plans and schemes. 


So when Cindy decides they shouid try out for Movement at school on the first day of sixth grade, 
how can Andy say no? But between feeling out of place with the dancers, being hassied by his new 


science partner Jameel, and sensing tension between his dad and grandfather, Andy feels all kinds 
of weird. 


Then, over anime, Hi-Chews, and Andy’s lizard-inspired artwork, things shift between him and 
Jameel, opening up new doors—and also new complications. 


No matter how much Andy cares about his friends and family, it’s hard not to feel pulled between all 
the ways he's meant to be, all the different faces he wears, and harder stil! to figure out if any of 
these masks is the real him. 


“A joy and a journey.” —Tae Keller, Newbery Award-winning author of When You Trap a Tiger 
"Sincere ... Perceptive ... Captures the joys and complex anxieties of middle school.” — Kirkus 
“Beautiful... Recommended for fans of Erin Entrada Kelly and Nicole Melieby.” —SLJ 

"Realistic ... Compelling.” — Booklist 

"Beautifully and naturally depicts Chinese American family life and the first year of middie school” — 
Common Sense Media 

“There's an aching poignancy {that} will resonate with kids.” — BCCB 

"Beautifully written, [with] complexity and nuance.” —Book Riot 

“Andy's quiet courage and budding artistry have readers cheering him on.” —Paula Yoo, National 
Book Award longlisted-author of From a Whisper to a Rallying Cry 


Genres Middle Grade Contemporary Reellstic Fiction LGBT Childrens Family Fiction ..more 


320 pages, Hardcover 
Published June 6, 2023 


Book details & editions v 


Search books 


The Grounded #2 


The Afterlife of the Party 


Darcy Marks @ 
w tk sk * te 4.19 16 ratings - 6 reviews 


An interdimensional mixer with angels and other beings brings unexpected trouble for Malachi 
and his friends in this smart and uniquely funny second book about the squad of teens from hell. 


When an angel comes to his home to deliver a message, Malachi immediately knows what's going 
on. The seraph Cassandra who helped his squad recapture Samuel Parris's wayward soul has finally 
set a date for her interdimensional mixer! With fae, angels, and hell dwellers alike on the invite list, it 
promises to be an event of a lifetime. 


Want tetea Pied Genres Middle Grade Fantasy Queer 


i 416 pages, ebook 
Buy on Amazon v 
Published July 18, 2023 


wwe KY 


Book details & editions v 
Rate this book 


Don't Want to Be Your Monster 


Deke Moulton @ 
Ar ¥& * Jr w 4 44 107 ratings - 54 reviews 
A Junior Library Guild Selection 


a Two vampire brothers must set aside their differences to solve a series of murders in this humorous 
M 0 NS TE R 3 and delightfully spooky novel for young readers. For fans of Too Bright to See, 


Adam and Victor are brothers who have the usual fights over the remote, which movie to watch an 
whether or not it's morally acceptable to eat people. Well, not so much eat . . . just drink a little 
blood. They're vampires, hiding in plain sight with their eclectic yet loving family. 

Wantto read Ten-year-old Adam knows he has a better purpose in life (well, death) than just drinking blood, but 
fourteen-year-old Victor wants to accept his own self-image of vampirism. Everything changes whe 


Kindle $10.99 D bodies start to appear all over town, and it becomes clear that a vampire hunter may be on the 
3 lookout for the family. Can Adam and Victor reconcile their differences and work together to stop 


the killer before it’s too late? 
KÅRA 


Genres Middle Grade Fantasy LGBT Vampires Jewish Paranormal Horror ...more 
Rate this book OO a eS ee ee Te ee eee 


291 pages, Hardcover 


First published August 1, 2023 


Book details & editions wv 


Deephaven 
Ethan M. Aldridge @ 


uth velo eller walle wether E PE 20 eatin £9 emtnncce 


iD 
wrtii 


Rate this book 


mM ee Fr KH 4.19 °°" asa evaa 


From Ethan M. Aldridge, bestselling creator of Estranged , comes a gothic middle grade prose 
novel that follows a nonbinary student who Is drawn to their boarding school's forbidden east wing, 
where something stalks the shadowy corridors. Perfect for fans of J. A. White and Mary Downing 
Hahn! When Guinevere “Nev” Tallow receives an acceptance letter to the exclusive Deephaven 
Academy, they know it’s the fresh start that they've been looking for. But things are strange from the 
moment they arrive-—-the house itself seems to breathe, students whisper secrets in dark corridors, 
and the entire east wing of the academy is locked away for reasons no one wants to explain. And 
Nev knows something ragged stalks the shadowy corridors, something that sobs quietly and 
scratches at the walls, waiting to be released, With the help of another first-year student, Nev takes 
it upon themself to unravel the mysteries hidden in Deephaven's halls, But will they risk their fresh 
Start to bring the academy's secret to light? 


Genres Middle Grade Horror LGBT Graphic Novels Fantasy Queer Contemporary ..more 
288 pages, Hardcover 
Published September 5, 2023 


Book details & editions v 


and get books monthly from selected categories of my choosing but | don't select the titles. This is one | just received. Please advise. 


| On Mon, Sep 25, 2023 at 2:51 PM Jackie LeMonds acie danonds i boyke kyschaole s> wrote: 
4i What is the process for adding new books to the library that could potentially be a SB150 issue? | subscribe to Junior Library Guild 


NSIDE 1 


Kindle $8.99 |v 


KH HK HK 


Rate this book 


Jackie LeMonds 
Library Media Specialist 
Boyle County Middle School 


Jackie LeMonds 
Library Media Specialist 
| Boyle County Middle School 


Will on the Inside 
Andrew Eliopulos @ 
A He He A HK 4.21 Mt estings- 27 reviews 


“An honest, sophisticated look at the myriad emotions surrounding chronic itiness and growing up 
‘not straight in a religious Georgia town." — Publishers Weekly (starred review) "Relatable, real, and 
utterly engrossing.” — School Library Journal (starred review) *" After dedicated soccer player Will is 
sidelined from the season—and his friend group—due to complications from his newly diagnosed 
Crohn's disease, he finds himself figuring out who he really is on the inside in this heartfelt end 
thoughtful middle grade novel that's perfect for readers who love books by Maulik Pancholy and 
Christine Day. Will loves playing center midfield on his middle school soccer team. This year, 
though, Wil! hasn't felt like himself; his stomach has been bothering him, and he has no energy at all. 
When his new doctor diagnoses him with Crohn's disease, Will hopes that means he'll start feeling 
better soon and he can get back to playing with his team before the season ends. But Will's new 
medicines come with ail kinds of side effects, Forced to sit out afternoon practice, Will finds himself 
hanging out with a kid at school, Griffin. This could be a real problem, seeing as Griffin just asked 
Will's best friend to the spring dance. As in, guy friend. What would Will's teammates say if they 
knew the whole story? Not io mention Will's friends at church. With afl these changes happening 
faster than he can process them, Will knows that he has a lot to figure out about who he really is on 
the inside. Andrew Eliopulos's novel is a memorable, affecting story that will have wide appeal, It 
was selected as a Junior Library Guild title and named one of "6 LGBTQ+ Kids’ Books We Need 
More Than Ever" by Kirkus Reviews . 


Genres Middle Grade LGBT Sports Contemporary Mental Health Realistic Fiction Childrens . more 


304 pages, Hardcover 


Published June 6, 2023 


From: Steve Karsner steve.karsner@boyle.kyschools.us 
Subject: KDE Guidance 
Date: October 20, 2023 at 9:54AM 
To: Mark Wade mark.wade @boyle.kyschools.us, Stephanie Wade stephanie.wade @boyle.kyschools.us 


Steven C. Karsner 
Assistant Superintendent 
Boyle County Schools 


From: Kentucky Department of Education KYDE@public.govdelivery.com 
Subject: KDE asks School Counselors Advisory Council to provide feedback for SB 150 guidance document 
Date: June 2, 2023 at 2:26PM eee. 
To: steve.karsner@boyle.kyschools.us 


KDE asks School Counselors Advisory 
Council to provide feedback for SB 150 
guidance document 


(FRANKFORT, KY) — The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) Schoo! 


Counselor Advisory Council (SCAC) met virtually on June 1 to plan for impacts of 
Senate Bill (SB) 150, which was passed during the 2023 legislative session. 


SCAC provides the commissioner of education and KDE leadership direct input from 
school counselors who serve in Kentucky public schools. 


Chief Academic Officer Micki Ray, Staff Attorney Lindsey Swartz and General 
Counsel Todd Allen, all of KDE, joined Heather Bushelman, KDE's program 
coordinator for comprehensive school counseling, to discuss a future SB 150 
guidance for Kentucky's counselors. 


"You know part of your role with this council is giving feedback," Bushelman said. 
"So, if there's anything you might want us to consider putting in it, that's part of your 
role being here." 


Members of the council provided feedback and questions regarding the guidance 
that will be released this month. 


In other business, the council: 


e Analyzed information submitted by superintendents regarding school-based 
mental health providers' use of time; and 


e Received updates on the templates the council piloted to track their use of 
time providing student services. 


The group will meet again on Sept. 28. 


Kentucky Department of Education 


Subscriber Preferences | Unsubscribe | Help 


This email was sent to steve.karsner@boyle.kyschools.us using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf ça 
of: Kentucky Department of Education - 300 Sower Blvd., 5th Floor - Frankfort, KY 40601 QOVDELIVERY 


From: Kentucky Department of Education KYDE@public.govdelivery.com 
Subject: Kentucky Teacher June 2, 2023 
Date: June 2, 2023 at 5:26PM si 
To: steve.karsner@boyle.kyschools.us 


a publication of the Kentucky Department of Education 


June 2, 2023 


members to the Kentucky Board 
of Education 


Gov. Andy Beshear appointed Julie Pile and Diana 
Woods to the Kentucky Board of Education (KBE) on 
May 30. 


Pile, of Florence, will serve as an at-large member. She 
replaces Alvis Johnson, whose term has expired. Pile’s 
term will expire April 14, 2026. 


Pile’s dedication to K-12 education began more than 13 
years ago when her daughter’s parent-teacher 
association (PTA) needed help with its website. 


Now a well-known family advocate both locally and 


nationally, Pile has served in various volunteer and 
leadership positions with schools in northern Kentucky, 
including as local PTA president. She currently serves 
as the co-founder and president of ParentCamp, a 
national nonprofit organization dedicated to family- 
school engagement. In addition, she is a member of 
the Kentucky United We Learn Council. 


Woods, of Lexington, is a retired superintendent. She 
also will serve as an at-large representative. She 
replaces Claire Batt, whose term has expired. Woods’ 
term will expire April 14, 2026. 


Woods is a native of Harrison County and a lifelong 
educator. She was a teacher, principal and director of 
middle schools in Fayette County, and then became 
superintendent of Campbelisville Independent. In 
retirement, she has worked as a consultant with the 
Kentucky Center for School Safety and is a clinical 
educator at Georgetown College. 


Read more on Kentucky Teacher. 


KDE receives community input on 
principal search at Kentucky School for 
the Deaf 


Kentucky School for the Deaf (KSD) supporters got the 
chance to express their opinions on the search for a 


nas nvinainal drinn a anvrinng af fariimea in AAmir 


NOW PIUA UUIIIY A OGIIGS Vi IVIUINIO NI IWiay-. 


The two forums — one virtual forum on May 24 and one 
in-person forum on May 31 — served as opportunities 
for stakeholders in the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
communities to inform the Kentucky Department of 
Education (KDE) and help the hiring committee make 
critical and informed decisions throughout the process. 


More than 100 people participated in the two forums. 


Among the priorities for a new principal, several Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing community members expressed a 
desire to have a principal that is fluent in American Sign 
Language. 


“I think the challenge will be if they don’t sign, the 
faculty, staff and students are going to be guided by 
someone who can’t communicate with us,” said former 
KSD student Bethany Yance, who also stressed the 
importance of having a Deaf role model as principal. 
“We can do what anyone else can do, we can be what 
anyone else can be, and it’s important to lead by 
example.” 


Former KSD student Jason Smith said he wants 
someone who is already embedded in the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing education community so KSD can stay 
up to date. 


“| value and cherish this schoo! and the Deaf 
community so much. This is our place. This is our 
home,” said Smith. “We need someone who knows how 
to run a school for the Deaf and is part of our 


community.” 
Current KSD Principal Toyah Robey is retiring on June 


30 after six years with the school. 


Read more on Kentucky Teacher. 


ESSER-funded math intervention program 
makes learning fun for Whitley County 
elementary students 


Math intervention might not seem like much fun for a 
2nd-grader, but an innovative approach in Whitley 
County has students eager to attend class. 


It was toward the end of the school day during the last 
week of school in mid-May when four 2nd-graders at 
Oak Grove Elementary Schoo! knocked on Keisha 
Wyatt's classroom door. The students had been 
attending the small-group math intervention class each 
day throughout the school year, and even though they 
had just been playing outside, they were happy to go 
back into the classroom. 


Wyatt, the school’s math interventionist, was prepared. 
A Monopoly-inspired math game was on the table, and 
each of the students picked a different, colorful board 
game piece. The game's objective was to get the 
students comfortable with numbers by adding and 
subtracting popsicle sticks, which represented the 
“money” in the game. Each square they landed on had 
different problems they had to solve. 


“Putting [math] in a game setting changes everything,” 
said Wyatt. “The kids love to come. They are 
boisterous with their answers and vocal, and | love that. 
| am trying my best to instill the love of math in each 


student, while also teaching them different skills they 
will need to be successful in life.” 


Eden Freeman, 7, said she looks forward to coming to 
Wyatt’s classroom. 


“It's fun and it helps me be better in math,” she said. 


The help for these students came from Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) funding 
from the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act. The money 
supports the safe and sustained return to in-person 
learning and expands equity by supporting students 
who need it, particularly those most impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 


Whitley County Superintendent John Siler said officials 
have been using the federal relief money in a variety of 
ways to benefit the district’s 4,000 students, where 
roughly 70% qualify for free and reduced-price meals. 


Read more on Kentucky Teacher. 
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KD ESSER fun war 
a 308 atslente with 
disabilities in 2023 


The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) Office of 


ORAARIAL MA ARAB AB ANA Treks | AAR ERAN tn nA OTOL ANN in 


Opevuidl CUULAUYUI! aU Cally Leaiiilily USeU P/090,UUU Il 
federal funding to award scholarships to 306 graduating 
Kentucky high school seniors with disabilities. 


The KDE Powered by Inclusion scholarship was made 
possible with Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (ESSER) funding from the federal 
American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act. The federal funding 
supports the safe and sustained return to in-person 
learning and expands equity by supporting students 
who need it most, particularly those most impacted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 


TaMyah Jones was one of the students from 116 school 
districts to receive a $2,500 scholarship. She became 
vision impaired when she developed bilateral optic 
atrophy from a brain tumor when she was 6 years old. 


Despite these challenges, being enrolled at the 
Kentucky School for the Blind (KSB) made it, “a little bit 
easier.” 


“All of these steps have helped to get me to the point 
where | am now,” Jones said. 


Because of her resilience, Jones’ guidance counselor 
nominated her for the Powered by Inclusion scholarship 
program. She is one of two recipients from KSB to 
receive the scholarship this year. 


Read more on Kentucky Teacher. 
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Middlesboro Independent School students had an 
astronomical opportunity on May 26 when astronaut 
John Shoffner talked with students via video call from 
the International Space Station (ISS). 


Shoffner, a Bell County native, is a well-achieved 
business leader, racecar driver and more. He is 
currently serving as the pilot for Axiom Space’s Ax-2 
mission to the ISS on the SpaceX Dragon. 


It's a role Shoffner said he has prepared his whole life 
to fulfill and he wanted to include students as part of 
this opportunity. 


“Including Middlesboro in my journey to the ISS was an 
automatic requirement of mine,” he said. “My role as an 
astronaut should be used to inspire a higher level of 
achievement for students.” 


While seated in the Central Arts Auditorium for their 
discussion, students’ curiosities resulted in numerous 
questions. They asked about his daily tasks, sneezing 
and food quality in space and more. 


Jackson Womack, a rising 6th grader, asked if he got 
homesick. Shoffner said no because he brought 
Middlesboro along with him in many ways. 


Read more on Kentucky Teacher. 
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Commissioner's 
Monday Message 


EDUCATION 


June 5, 2023 


Dear Colleagues, 


Even though summer has unofficially begun and many 
people are off on vacation, we’re going to have a busy 
week here at the Kentucky Department of Education 
(KDE). 


Starting off the week will be two standing committee 
meetings this afternoon, June 5, from the Kentucky 

United We Learn Council, including the Accelerating 
Innovation and the Building a Bold New Future with 

Communities committees. You will be able to watch 

both of those meetings on the KDE Media Portal. 


At 11 a.m. ET on Tuesday, June 6, KDE staff will be 
presenting at the Interim Joint Committee on Education 
about the assessment and accountability system. This 
meeting will cover a comparison of federal and state 
accountability requirements, as well how the U.S. 
Department of Education's peer review process works. 
Those sessions are viewable on the Kentucky 
Legislative Research Commission’s YouTube channel. 


The next Kentucky Board of Education meeting will 
take place Tuesday and Wednesday at the KDE 


offices, 300 Sower Bivd in Frankfort. It will be an 
exciting meeting where we will be welcoming our two 
newest board members, Julie Pile and Diana Wood. 


Pile, of Florence, will serve as an at-large member. She 
replaces Alvis Johnson, whose term has expired. Pile’s 
term will expire April 14, 2026. Woods, of Lexington, is 
a retired superintendent. She also will serve as an at- 
large representative. She replaces Claire Batt, whose 
term has expired. Woods’ term will expire April 14, 
2026. You can read more about both Pile and Woods 
on Kentucky Teacher. 


The Kentucky Board of Education also will be saying 
goodbye to Joanna Stevens, who served as the 
teacher ex officio member for the past year, and 
student ex officio member Joud Dahleh of Boone 
County. We will be announcing our new teacher and 
student ex officio members tomorrow. You will be able 
to watch the KBE meeting on the KDE Media Portal. 


Later today, we will be releasing updated guidance for 
the bills passed during the 2023 legislative session that 
contained an emergency clause. You will find more 
information on Senate Bill 150 in the updated guidance, 
which will be available on KDE’s Legislative Guidance 
webpage. 


Kind regards, 
Jason E. Glass, Ed.D. 


Commissioner and Chief Learner 


New Transportation Director Training 


Being a transportation director is not easy. One of the 
missions of the Kentucky Department of Education 
(KDE) Pupil Transportation Branch is to help school 
districts navigate the knowledge and resources needed 
to run their transportation operations as smoothly as 
possible. 


KDE will be providing a five-day training that will be 
packed with information, networking and knowledge 
sharing. The class will encompass laws, regulations, 
policies and procedures, kindergarten and preschool 
transportation, McKinney Vento, special needs 
transportation, T-Codes, SEEK overview and records 
retention. In addition, directors will receive training on 
the driver training and inspector programs. The training 
will equip directors with an overview of their 
responsibilities from the KDE perspective. 


The Class is limited to 40 participants due to the size of 
the room. The training will be from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
ET. Afinalized schedule will be sent prior to class. 


All transportation directors and superintendents are 
welcome to attend, however, priority will be given to 
new directors and superintendents coming into 
transportation after July 1, 2023. Six EILA credits per 
day will be provided. To receive credits, you must 
remain during the entire class period; partial credit will 
not be available. 


Register for the 2023-2024 T ion Di 
Traini i, 


Please contact Elisa Hanley with any questions. 


2023 Persistence to Graduation Summit 
Scheduled for June 28-29 


The Kentucky Department of Education's Division of 
Student Success is hosting the 2023 Persistence to 
Graduation Summit June 28-29 at the Central Bank 
Center in downtown Lexington. 


Superintendents, principals, educators, Family 
Resource and Youth Services Center coordinators, 
social service professionals, and community partners 


from across Kentucky will convene to share information 
and hast nracticas tn eunnart ctidents whan mav 
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experience challenges to reaching graduation. 
Engaging and interactive sessions will be led by 
facilitators from across the state and will include: 


e Well-rounded educational opportunities; 

e Safe and supportive learning environments; 

ə Effective use of education technology; 

ə Student transition and re-engagement strategies; 
and 

e Alternative education programming 


The keynote speaker will be Trevor Ragan, who you 
may recognize from his popular TEDx Talk on 
overcoming fear or his work around developing a 
growth mindset. 


Continuing Education Unit (CEU) and Effective 
Instructional Leadership Act (EILA) credit will be 
available. For more information, email Sarah Mcintosh. 


2023 Continuous Improvement Summit: 
Save the Date and Registration Link 


Mark your calendars to attend the annual Kentucky 
Continuous Improvement Summit. Co-hosted by the 
Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) and Cognia, 
the summit will be held Sept. 25-26 at the Central Bank 
Center in downtown Lexington. 


During this two-day event, attendees will enhance their 
professional learning, make new connections and build 
upon existing relationships with peers across Kentucky. 
They also will hear up-to-date information from KDE 
leaders and learn how Cognia can help address unique 
challenges in their journey of continuous improvement. 
Please join us for this opportunity to explore a variety of 
topics, engage in conversations that will enrich your 
understanding of continuous improvement, and be 
energized by the keynote speaker, Mike Rutherford. 


Registration is available on the 2023 Kentucky 


Continuous Improvement Summit event webpage. 
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In response to the 2023 Legislative Session law changes, the school 
council needs to review and revise three policies: Curriculum 
Responsibilities, Discipline and Classroom Management, and 
Emergency Plan Policy. 


KASC’s 2023 Policy Updates Guide breaks down the issues to address with: 


Short excerpts of pertinent language from the new laws 
Bulleted requirements that must be met 

e Action the council needs to take 

e Sample policy language 


You can also see KASC’s updated sample policies in each of the areas on the 
Members Only website: 


e Curriculum Responsibilities Policy 


e Discipline and Classroom Management Policy 
e Emergency Plan Policy 


Due dates: The date the law takes effect is included on the Guide. KASC has 
organized the work to be done quickly, so the council could address the issues 
by the time school starts. 


KASC will also include a reminder to change each policy through the Agenda 
News policy review schedule: 


e December - Curriculum Responsibilities and Discipline and Classroom 
Management 


e April- Emergency Plan Policy 
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